THE BRITISH CONQUEST OF INDIA        177
the Chambal, leaving the fortified town of Rampura to be
invested and taken by his enemies. The hot weather being
now well come, the British General deemed it impracticable to
keep all his forces in the field and withdrew his main body to
Agra, entrusting the observation and pursuit of Holkar to a
force of 4000 men under Monson, with whom Murray from
Gujerat in the south was to co-operate by an advance on Indore.
The latter, however, whose military incapacity we have already
learnt to know at Tarragona, failed to perform his part in the
combined scheme, thus leaving all the Mahratta army free to
deal with Monson, who was compelled by the pressure of
immensely superior forces to a disastrous retreat of 250 miles
over flooded rivers and swampy plains ; all his guns and
baggage had to be abandoned, and less than half his detachment
eventually escaped to Agra in the last stages of exhaustion and
demoralisation.
Holkar's triumph, though great and resounding, was short-
lived ; for the indefatigable Lake was at once at hand to restore
the situation. While half the Mahratta army swung north to
recover Delhi and the remainder menaced Agra to cover their
movement, the British forces were being assembled for the
counter-offensive at Muttra. As soon as Lake realised the
situation, he pushed from his path the enemy detachment in
his immediate front and burned northward to Delhi. The
garrison of that city, under the able direction of Ochterlony,
though only 2500 strong, successfully held their tenfold superior
assailants at bay until the sound of Lake's guns on his rear
compelled Holkar hurriedly to raise the siege and flee up the
west bank of the Jumna. The British horse followed hard
after him, having dropped their infantry under Fraser to deal
with the Mahratta force which had remained before Agra. The
Mahratta chief, turning sharp to east and south near Meerut,
made his way at full speed down the Kali, reached the Ganges
valley at Famikabad and, knowing Lake to be well in rear,
halted for a breathing space. But he had underestimated the
energy and driving jjower of his pursuer ; covering 70 miles
in 24 hours, the British burst into his camp at dawn and
scattered its occupants to the four winds. Holkar himself with
a few followers alofie escaped from the massacre.
Eraser's operations had been equally successful, and the
enemy force in his front encountered in a strong position,
backed on the fortress of Deig, had been driven to seek refuge
within its walls. Lake, returning from his chase of Holkar,
ordered the place to be invested and stormed, which was
accordingly done; and the army, flushed with victory, pro-
ceeded to lay siege to the capital of the Jat Rajah of Bhurtpore,
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